SHORT STORY WRITING

It is curious that some of the best English mas-
ters regard the short story with contempt. Kip-
ling has always said frankly that he puts the long
story far above the short in importance, and his
ambition would have been to have written a
great "three decker." Wells has called the art of
the short story "a jolly little art" and speaks of it
generally as the sort of thing men practice in
youth and then discard for something better.

It is difficult to understand how the length of a
story should have anything to do with its worth.
We don't judge pictures by their siz,e, or statues,
or music, or any other art: even architecture can-
not be appraised in this way. Besides, the stories
everyone knows and loves are for the most part
short stories or short plays; long books are re-
membered for some little incident or brilliant
passage. We remember in the Iliad Hector's fare-
well to his wife and son, and in the Niebelnngen-
lied the great scene of the Massacre; but hardly
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